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Happy Trails Dr. Britt! 

Oct. 31st we bid a fond farewell to our lab director Dr. James Britt. He has been 

a veterinary pathologist at ALPC since 1988, taking over as laboratory director in  

2010. He has organized the annual South Central Division pathology program 

for the C.L. Davis Foundation for 22 years and has managed the Davis 

Foundation veterinary student externship program in pathology and hosted 

many student externs in the lab over the years. He plans to enjoy his time riding 

his bicycle, camping and working on projects. 

Dr. Linda Meola will be acting as interim director.   
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Helpful Hints from the Lab— 

You can use Xpress Courier to get your samples to us in a timely manner! The current charge is $5.00 a 
pickup which we bill you for monthly. They cover most of the state and can do STAT pickups for an extra 
charge. They usually pick up samples on one day and deliver to us the next morning; call for same day or 
STAT service. They do not deliver on Saturday or Sunday. 

Call to see if they service your area  

Toll-Free 1-877-677-4090 for pickups 

John 501-231-9310 or Michael 501-580-9336 

Dog Bite Fever  

Capnocytophaga canimorsus is a zoonotic agent (causes interspecies infection) that has been isolated from 
humans following bite wounds, licks and scratches from dogs5, but also to a lesser degree from cats and 
rarely rabbits.  It can be part of the normal flora in a dog’s mouth. The disease it causes in humans is some-
times referred to as “Dog Bite Fever”.  

C. canimorsus has been documented to cause wound and systemic infection in humans. Although between 
the years 1976-2010, only 200 cases of Capnocytophaga infection were reported. Systemic symptoms arise 5-
7 days after a dog bite. Initial symptoms range from localized cellulitis, pain, purulent discharge, lymphangitis, 
and regional lymphadenopathy. Septicemia symptoms include chills, mylagia, vomiting, diarrhea, dyspnea, 
abdominal pain, malaise, mental confusion, and headache. Immunocompromised individuals exposed to the 
bacterium are more susceptible than healthy persons to sepsis, meningitis, osteomylitis, peritonitis, endocar-
ditis, pneumonia, purulent arthritis, disseminated intravascular coagulation, and fulminant purpura. Infection 
in non-human mammals has rarely been observed or reported.  

The Lab will be closed Nov 11 for Veterans day, and Nov. 28th and 29th in observance 

of the Thanksgiving holiday.  

Tritrichomonas pouches— 

When sending Tritrichomonas pouches to the lab with the courier PLEASE make sure to specify on the pack-

age in a visible and clear manner that they are NOT TO BE REFRIGERATED. Refrigeration can cause false 

negatives on the testing. Thank you! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoonosis
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/002294.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pus
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001355.htm
http://emedicine.medscape.com/article/779097-overview
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purpura_fulminans


Jerky Pet Treats 
Since 2007, FDA has received reports of illnesses in pets associated with the consumption of jerky pet treats. As of September 24, 2013, FDA has 
received approximately 3000 reports of pet illnesses which may be related to consumption of the jerky treats. The reports involve more than 
3600 dogs, 10 cats and include more than 580 deaths. 

FDA has issued several advisories to the public about the illnesses, and while the rate of reports has declined since February 2013, we are still 
receiving new complaints. We continue to investigate these illnesses in conjunction with the Veterinary Laboratory Investigation and Response 
Network (Vet-LIRN) and State partners. 

On October 22, 2013, FDA issued a Dear Veterinarian letter to licensed practitioners, encouraging them to provide case information to FDA and 
Vet-LIRN, and asking them to advise their clients about the illnesses. We are also providing a Fact Sheet for pet owners explaining what symp-
toms to look for and steps they can take to protect their pets’ health. We also remind pet owners that treats are not needed for a balanced diet. 

As veterinarians, animal scientists and pet owners, we strive to make sure that the products FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine regulates are 
safe, effective and properly manufactured. We understand the love and devotion pets provide, and we are determined to find the answer to this 
mystery. 

Below is a fact sheet from the FDA website for pet owners that can be copied and given to clients.  


